
Here is the next text you are going to study. Observe the title of the section: "the Rebellion" 
and anticipate... 

• Who will rebel against whom? When reading, you will need to confirm or infirm 
your hypotheses. 

• A rebellion is carried out through actions: when reading, you will therefore want to 
focus on verbs depicting actions. 

 

When Mr. Jones got back he immediately went to sleep on the drawing-room sofa with the 
News of the World over his face, so that when evening came, the animals were still unfed. At 
last they could stand it no longer. One of the cows broke in the door of the store-shed with 
her horn and all the animals began to help themselves from the bins. It was just then that Mr. 
Jones woke up. The next moment he and his four men were in the store-shed with whips in 
their hands, lashing out in all directions. This was more than the hungry animals could bear. 
With one accord, though nothing of the kind had been planned beforehand, they flung 
themselves upon their tormentors. Jones and his men suddenly found themselves being 
butted and kicked from all sides. The situation was quite out of their control. They had never 
seen animals behave like this before, and this sudden uprising of creatures whom they were 
used to thrashing and maltreating just as they chose, frightened them almost out of their wits. 
After only a moment or two they gave up trying to defend themselves and took to their heels. 

The animals had chased Jones and his men out on to the road and slammed the five-barred 
gate behind them. And so, almost before they knew what was happening, the Rebellion had 
been successfully carried through: Jones was expelled, and the Manor Farm was theirs. 

 

Animal Farm, Chapter two, George Orwell, 1945 


